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For further information on Early Learning and Childcare in Midlothian, please contact Susan Smith or Julie Fox at Fairfield House on 0131 270 7500


� Follow us on twitter @MidEarly 
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The Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014 issued local authorities with statutory guidance on a new concept of Early Learning and Childcare for our youngest children. 


It defined this as holistic and integrated provision which supports learning and development in caring and nurturing environments. The Act is supported by guidance on quality improvement and practice which will offer parents/carers flexibility of care whilst ensuring that children 0-5 benefit from high quality experiences and interactions that meet their needs.





 Midlothian Council is committed to the Scottish


Government’s ambition for the best start in life


for every Midlothian child.  This leaflet outlines the steps we are taking along this journey to achieve this.
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Building the Ambition;   National Practice Guidance on Early Learning and Childcare.


�





“Our expansion of early learning and childcare is ambitious, with quality at its heart. This guidance will support practitioners in their important role to deliver high quality early learning and childcare which is accessible and affordable for all children and families”


Aileen Campbell 


Minister for Children and Young People.





Expansion in Hours.





It is important that we consider parent and carers views on the current ELC delivery model. We will be sending out a survey monkey consultation in early June.


The Scottish Government have announced a further expansion of the entitlement to Early Learning and Childcare to 1140 hrs for every 3-5 year old child and some 2-3 year olds by 2021. Midlothian Council is working towards meeting this requirement.


In order to increase flexibility for parents and carers we intend to offer a range of delivery models. We will pilot these in different settings next session. 























2. Staffing 


You may notice changes to the staff in your child’s nursery. 


The nursery teacher may not be in the nursery every day.


We have appointed a Senior Childcare Development Worker in all our settings who will be the responsible for the day to day running of the setting under the guidance of the Head Teacher. Larger settings will have two seniors. All our settings will be fully staffed with permanent staff from the start in August. Settings will receive support from a centrally managed peripatetic team within the Learning Communities.











How Good is our Early Learning and Childcare? 


Education Scotland has produced a new self evaluation tool for Early Learning and Childcare settings. 


 


“provides national guidance against which practitioners and others can work together to reflect and evaluate their collective impact on improving outcomes for children in their local community.


Meeting the wide ranging needs of children and their families is at the heart of what makes excellent provision.”
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3. Learning Communities.





We have developed a locality Learning Community model across Midlothian. We have created peripatetic Early Learning and Childcare teams consisting of teachers, SCDW and CDW staff in four localities. These teams will support the partnership nurseries and local authority nurseries in their community. Our vision going forward is that these teams of passionate, skilled and experienced early years professionals will support settings in a range of ways to ensure that each child reaches their full potential and developmental milestones.











4. Pre 5 Specialist Support team.





We have enhanced our support for our youngest children with additional needs.


Three Senior Childcare Development Workers have been appointed to work alongside our pre 5 specialist teaching teams to support children with ASD and ASN.





An additonal teacher will support our partnership settings by offering advice and sharing best practice.























5. What happens next?








Consider the Scottish Government plans for further expansion of ELC hours by 2021.


Undertake further consultation with parent/carers around the model of delivery.


Issue a further update to parents/carers in due course.


Workforce development planning and training
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