What are the Positives to Homework?

· Encourages children to talk about learning

· The variety of tasks within the LOLs – choice

· Active tasks
· ICT activities

· Creative tasks

· Interdisciplinary tasks
· Projects

· Research tasks

· Baking/Cooking tasks

· etc

· Reinforces/consolidates things learned in class and the opportunity to practise what has been taught

· Practising basic skills e.g. literacy and numeracy

· Gives parents an idea of what their child is doing in class and to what standard (tracks progress)
· To improve areas of weakness

· You get out of it what you put into it

· Good parent/child bonding opportunity/interaction – learning together!

· Opportunity for work to be tailored to individual’s needs

· 3 week slot allows pupils to develop planning, organisational and time management skills

· 3 weeks allows more time to complete well

· Homework can be fun

· Developing skills in their own time

· Builds good study at home techniques
· Chance to complete unfinished school work

· Project/research tasks  encourage independent learning
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Preparation for high school and later life
What are the Barriers to Homework?

· Requires too much parent input 

· Doesn’t reflect what the child can actually do
· Takes too long

· Busy lifestyles/pressures of life
· Children tired after a day at school

· Other distractions in the home

· Multiple siblings

· Often led by parents
· Eats into play/social/hobby/activity time

· Access to ICT a requirement

· Lack of regular and quality feedback

· Don’t see progress as clearly in numeracy and literacy

· Reluctance of child to participate

· Lazy parenting

· No consequences for not completing LOLs

· Too lengthy tasks

· 3 weeks allows child to get out of the habit of completing homework
· Too many creative tasks

· Tasks do not provide enough challenge

· Causes stress

· Not enough guidance given

· Expectations not always clear/lack of success criteria

· Children don’t always see the value or connections

· Often can be rushed



Next Steps for Cornbank

· Focus on literacy and numeracy skills/tasks
· More child specific/meeting the child’s needs
· Provide more feedback/next steps

· No LOLs

· Weekly only

· Less tasks

· Unfinished tasks from class

· Short/quick tasks/more traditional tasks/worksheets

· Encourage time away from phones/Ipads/technology etc

· No LOLs over holidays

· Tasks to be completed independently without parental support

· More on the Rights of the Child
· Projects linked to topics

· More guidance to homework tasks

· Clear learning intentions and success criteria

· No homework at all
