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This newsletter is an opportunity to update our Cornbank Community with the progress we have made this 
year on our School Improvement Plan so far. All staff are in groups and contribute to the work across the 

school. As always, we appreciate your support, contributions and feedback.  

Health and Wellbeing 
This session we have begun using the Relationships and Sexual Health Pro-
gramme (RSHP), providing a consistent approach to teaching this across the 
school.  We have also introduced ‘Building Resilience’ that looks at supporting 
children’s emotions in different situations. 
 
Nurture 
Over the past two terms, the Nurture Enquiry Group has focused on creating 
a shared understanding amongst staff of what nurture is and its six princi-
ples. All staff have attended professional learning sessions to enhance their 
knowledge of what nurture really means. After sampling current views of clas-
ses it was recognised that we need to increase children’s awareness of what 
nurture is too. This term we will begin a whole school focus on the nurture 
principles where children will be introduced to each gradually through our as-
semblies. Children will also complete activities alongside this to gain an in-
creased awareness of its importance for all children in day to day life. 

Raising Attainment—Numeracy 
The Numeracy Enquiry Group has looked at ways of supporting learn-
ers by using focused assessments with children in a number of clas-
ses across the school.  Two staff members have taken part in training 
across the South East Scotland Collaborative looking at moderation  
and how to support its development in school.  Other team members 
have taken part in training on pedagogy in Numeracy.  We have 
worked with Mr Weedon from Midlothian’s Recovery Team to support  
a number of P6 learners in Numeracy.  This has impacted on our 
teaching methods in class and provided further support to our Learn-
ing Assistants.  We continue to work with our Second Level learners 
in becoming more confident in talking about strengths and next steps 
in Numeracy.  The Numeracy Enquiry Group has created different 
assessments to give learners the opportunity to apply their skills in 
different settings and aim to roll this out across the school shortly. 

Raising Attainment—Literacy  
During the first 2 terms, the Literacy Enquiry Group helped to  
organise moderation sessions for teaching staff at both school and 
ASG level, to ensure consistency of approach towards the assessment 
of writing. After some revision of the Signalong signs learned last 
year, we recorded videos of some new signs including greetings and 
everyday words. These support communication for all learners across 
the school; they are included in our weekly diary, and children are  
encouraged to share them at home. The use of Key Words booklets, 
which provide an ongoing record of a child’s ability to read and write 
the most commonly used words, was examined and support provided to  
ensure consistency of use. As a ‘gift’ to all families, the Group ar-
ranged the recording and production of ‘Twas the Night before Christ-
mas’. We hope you enjoyed watching it on Google Classroom! 

Digital Learning  
Our Digital Learning journey has continued in earnest and at pace since Au-
gust when we reviewed our school Technologies Learning Policy, set goals for 
our Digital Learning Action Plan and began the preparations for the Digital 
Device Deployment. On our January In-service day, staff attended a Virtual 
Digital Learning Festival. Sessions were delivered by both Midlothian’s Digi-
tal Learning Team, Google Education Experts and other product specialists. 
Staff took part in sessions including WeVideo (a video editing tool), Digital 
Safeguarding, Pear Deck (creating interactive online lessons), EquatIO (a 
stem toolbar) and many more. Mid-January and we were delighted to be the 
first Midlothian Primary School to have our Devices for all Deployment. A 
huge thank you for filling in all the necessary paperwork to allow this to hap-
pen so quickly. Our P1-3s have taken delivery of Ipads and our P4-7s all have 
Chromebooks. We are currently taking the time to work with these devices 
in school to develop and enhance pupils’ experiences and skills.  


